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Sample Guidelines and Policies

The following guidelines and policies have been provided through
the generosity of Ontario hospitals to assist you with developing your
own guidelines and policies for Surgical Safety Checklists, surgical
site verification, and administration of pre-operative antibiotics for
surgical prophylaxis.

Surgical Safety Checklist
Use these guidelines, policies, and draft policies to guide the development
of your hospital’s Surgical Safety Checklist policy.

A9  St. Josephs Health Care London — Surgical Safety Checklist PG

Al0 Dryden Regional Health Centre — Completion of Safe Surgery
Checklist Departmental Procedure (Draft)

All Dryden Regional Health Centre — Safe Surgery Checklist
Departmental Policy (Draft)

Al2 St Joseph’s Healthcare Hamilton — Safe Surgery Checklist Process
Map for Non Emergent Surgery — Charlton Site (Draft)

Surgical Site Verification
Use this policy to guide the development of your site marking and surgical
site verification policy.

Al3  St. Joseph’s Healthcare Hamilton — Surgical Site Verification (Draft 5)
Surgical Site Infection Prevention Policy
Use this policy to guide the development of your surgical site infection

prevention policy.

Al4 The Ottawa Hospital Administration of Pre-Operative Antibiotics for
Surgical Prophylaxis

Thromboprophylaxis Guidelines
Use these guidelines to develop your hospital’s VTE prevention guidelines.

Al5 Sunnybrook Health Sciences Centre Thromboprophylaxis
Guidelines (Dec 2009)



Appendix Two

A9  St. Josephs Health Care London — Surgical Safety
Checklist PG

ixth Edition

ioperative Procedural-Guidelines Reference Manual
OR Practice Conneil, 51, Jaseph’s Health Care London

PGS-205

Surgical Safety Checklist (PG)

09-08-12 In accordance with the World Health Organization (WHO) and the Safe Surgery Saves Lives
Challenge, this procedural-guideline outlines the integration of the Surgical Safety Checklist.

Purpose

The Surgical Safety Checklist is a tool to confirm that critical safety steps are completed in
effort to minimize any risks that might endanger the lives or well being of surgical patients
(WHO, 2009),

At SJHC the Surgical Safety Checklist is an adjunct to our Perioperative Standard Care Plans
(PSCP). As such it has been modified to fit with our method of practice and model for
documentation (Charting By Exception).

Practice

1. The Surgical Safety Checklist exists in each operating theatre in the form of a
laminated chart,

2. Any team member may initiate the use of the Surgical Safety Checklist. The
circulating nurse will verify the completion of the checklist electronically (see
Imiraoperative Documentation, PGI-092).

3. While the checklist is divided into three phases the first two phases take place prior to
the commencement of surgery (intervention, incision). The third phase takes place
toward the completion of the procedure.
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Amntibiotic prophylaxis The nurse checks antibiotic prophylaxis orders, status
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5. Confirmation of owr compliance of the use of the Surgical Salety Checklist is
indicated by ticking the bullet confirming its completion in the electronic recond (ree
Tmraoperative Dacumentorion, PGI-OU2,
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